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Creating the Statue of Liberty 1865-1886 – Part 3 of 3 
The story behind Lady Liberty and her Masonic legacy? 

 
THE PEDESTAL AND ASSEMBLY 

 The statue was completed in France in 1884, but money was still needed to complete the 
pedestal in New York. Eventually, a donations drive spearheaded by publisher Joseph Pulitzer 
attracted contributors and the pedestal was finished by April 1886.  Architect Richard Morris Hunt 
designed the Statue of Liberty’s granite pedestal in 1884, donating his fee to help fund the Statue. 

 The Statue was reassembled with surprising speed by a fearless construction crew - many 
of whom were new immigrants. The first piece of the Statue to be reconstructed was Alexandre-
Gustave Eiffel's iron framework. The rest of the Statue's elements followed without the use of 
scaffolding - all construction materials were hoisted up by steam driven cranes and derricks. To 
sculpt the Statue's skin Eiffel used the repoussé technique developed by Eugene Viollet-le-Duc. 
This technique was the process of 
molding light-weight copper 
sheets by hammering them onto 
the Statue's hallowed wooden 
framework. The last section to be 
completed was the Statue of 
Liberty's face which remained 
veiled until the Statue's 
dedication. Although Fort Wood 
remained on Bedloe's Island, it 
was not an obstacle in the design, 
construction, or reassembly of the 
Statue of Liberty. Instead, the star-
shaped structure became a part of 
the Statue's base--the pedestal sits 
within its walls. 

1885 drawing of the Pedestal for Bartholdi’s Statue of Liberty by WP Snyder 
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THE FAMOUS POEM 

  Emma Lazarus (1849-1887), a native Jewish New Yorker, contributed one of the 
most well-known pieces of art inspired by the Statue of Liberty and its optimistic message 
to the world’s disenfranchised people. Her sonnet entitled “The New Colossus,” written in 
1883 to raise money for the construction of the pedestal (Liberty Enlightening the World). 
In 1903, the poem was cast onto a bronze plaque and mounted inside the pedestal's lower 
level. This poem was written as a donation to an auction of art and literary 
works conducted by the "Art Loan Fund Exhibition in Aid of the Bartholdi Pedestal Fund 
for the Statue of Liberty" to raise money for the pedestal's construction.   

  The beginning of the Statue of Liberty poem refers to the Colossus of Rhodes, 
which was one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. It was a statue of the Greek god 
Helios, which stood over 100 feet tall (the tallest of its time) before it was destroyed by 
earthquake in 226 BC.  The Statue of Liberty poem refers to this new giant statue likened 
to the old that represented the god of sun (light). This poem differentiates from Helios in 
that the “Mother of Exiles” is more welcoming than conquering.  

Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame, 
With conquering limbs astride from land to 

land; 
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand 

A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame 
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name 
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand 

Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes 
command 

The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame. 
"Keep, ancient lands, your storied pomp!" cries 

she 
With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, 

I lift my lamp beside the golden door!" 

 

  

 LAYING OF THE CORNERSTONE 

  By the summer of 1884, the work had so progressed that plans were formulated in 
America for the laying of the cornerstone. Chairman William M. Evarts of the American 
Committee then contacted the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New 
York for a Masonic ceremony at the laying of the cornerstone as "appropriate to the occasion". 
Since President George Washington, in a brilliant Masonic ceremony on September 18, 
1793, had personally laid the cornerstone of the United States Capital under the 
supervision of the Grand Lodge of Maryland, it had been the traditional custom in 
America to have the cornerstones of public and private buildings and monuments 
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consecrated with full Masonic rites. Such was the case, for example, with the Washington 
Monument, completed after the Civil War. The invitation of Chairman William Evarts, 
however, was more than a local manifestation of the influence of the Craft of the continuing 
of a national practice. The presentation and erection of the Statue of Liberty was an occasion 
of world-wide significance and delegating the laying of the cornerstone to the Masonic 
Fraternity was a fitting tribute rendered to free men of high principles and recognized 
international reputations throughout the world. The date set for the ceremony was August 
5, 1884. The American Committee sent invitations to all the leading state and municipal 
leaders across the Nation. The ceremony was scheduled to begin at two o'clock. Everything 
humanly possible was carefully planned. But one factor could not be controlled-the weather. 
On August 5, 1884, it did more than just rain-it poured! 

 However, the ceremony went 
off as scheduled. The gaily 
decorated vessel Bay Ridge, 
draped with the Tricolor of 
France and the Stars and Stripes, 
ferried approximately 100 
members of the Grand Lodge of 
New York, and visiting Masonic 
Grand Officers, along with many 
civic officials, to Bedloe's Island. 
Because of limited space the 
traditional Masonic parade was 
omitted, and the program began 
immediately. A United States 
Army band then played La 
Marseillaise, the French national 
anthem, followed with the very 
popular Hail Columbia. Then 
began, on the raised northeast 
corner of the foundation where 
the cornerstone was to be laid, the 
traditional Masonic ceremony of 
consecration. Brother Richard M. 
Hunt, principal architect of the 
pedestal. presented the Working 
Tools to Most Worshipful 

William A. Brodie, Grand Master, who in turn distributed them to the Grand Officers: Right 
Worshipful Frank R. Lawrence, Deputy Grand Master; Right Worshipful W John W. Vrooman, 
Senior Grand Warden, and Right Worshipful W James Ten Eyck, Junior Grand Warden. Right 
Worshipful W Edward M. L. Ehlers, Grand Secretary and a member of Continental Lodge 287, 
then read the list of items to be included in the copper box within the cornerstone: a copy of the 
United States Constitution: George Washington’s Farewell Address; 20 bronze medals of 
Presidents up through Chester A. Arthur (including Washington, Monroe, Jackson, Polk, 
Buchanan, Johnson, and Garfield who were proven Freemasons); copies of New York City 
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newspapers; a portrait of August Bartholdi; a copy of Poem on Liberty by E.R. Johnes; and a list 
on parchment of the Grand Lodge of Masons in State of New York.  
 
(The drawing is by Paul Orban from an old print of the period. Umbrellas were part of the equipment that 
day. MW William A. Brodie, Grand Master, in masonic regalia is seen testing the foundation stone to be 
square, level and plumb.)   
 
 By traditional ceremony, stone was then tested and being found 
Square, Level, and Plumb, the Deputy Grand Master completed the work 
by applying the mortar and by having the stone lowered firmly into place. 
The Grand Master then struck three blows with the gavel and declared 
the stone duly laid. The elements of consecration were next presented by RW 
Frank R. Lawrence, RW John W. Vrooman, and RW James Ten Eyck. The 
Most Worshipful Grand Master then gave a brief but pointed talk. He asked the 
rhetorical question: "Why call upon the Masonic Fraternity to lay the 
cornerstone of such a structure as is here to be erected?" His answer, which 
is as true today as it was then, was, "No institution has done more to promote 
liberty and to free men from the trammels and chains of ignorance and 
tyranny than has Freemasonry." The principal address was given by Deputy 
Grand Master, Frank R. Lawrence: "Massive as this statue is, its physical 
proportions sink into comparative obscurity when contrasted with the nobility 
of its concept. Liberty Enlightening the World! How lofty the thought! To be free, is the first, the 
noblest aspiration of the human breast. And it is now a universally admitted truth that only in 
proportion as men become possessed of liberty, do they become civilized, enlightened, and 
useful… As Masons, we cannot appropriate to ourselves alone the lessons which this monument 
will teach. Not only to us, but to all men will it appeal. ... the gigantic figure which is here to stand 
in unapproachable grandeur while the centuries pass, will command: Be noble, and the nobleness 
that lies in other men, sleeping, but never dead, Will rise in majesty to meet thine own." 
 

 
 
  

For any feedback contact RW Arjit Mahal.  Mahalzen@gmail.com, Tel 908-824-2862; or the Worshipful 
Master, Bryan S. Passione bsp@lafayette27.org. 

 


