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Creating the Statue of Liberty 1865-1886 – Part 2 of 3 
The story behind Lady Liberty and her Masonic legacy? 

 
 THE IDEA. On a cool summer evening in the year 1865, a group of Frenchmen were gathered at the home 
of the celebrated litterateur Edouard Rene de Laboulaye in the charming suburban village of Glavigny on the 
outskirts of Paris. Among those present were Oscar and Edmond de Lafayette. grandsons of the illustrious 
General Lafayette. Masonic Brother of George Washington; Henri Martin, the noted historian, and French 
Mason, and finally a youthful artist from Colmar, in French (later German) 

Alsace, by the name of Frederic Auguste Bartholdi 
who at the time was engaged in making a bust of 
Laboulaye, called by one biographer "America's 
most ardent admirer in France". During 
conversation. Laboulaye remarked that it would be a 
splendid gesture on the part of all liberty-loving 
Frenchmen to acknowledge their friendship to 
America by presenting a fitting memorial. Although 
just a passing remark, the 31-year-old Bartholdi, 
(later in 1875, a member of the Lodge "Alsace 
Lorraine", Paris) became imbued with the idea and 

the challenge it presented to his artist talent. But the suggestion, of necessity, lay dormant during the autocratic 
rule of Napoleon III and through the destructive years of the Franco-Prussian War.  
 
 IDEA REVIVED. However. by 1871, Laboulaye, the Brothers Lafayette with their cousin the Marquis 
de Noailles and the Marquis de Rochambeau, along with Henri Martin. revived the plan for the yet unnamed 
memorial. Together, they suggested that Bartholdi visit America and decide for the presentation of the monument 
on July 4, 1876, the Centennial Anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. Armed with letters of 
introduction and full of high hopes, Bartholdi sailed for America although without even a rough drawing of the 
proposed monument. Two weeks later, while standing on the deck of the ship, Pereire, steaming up Lower New 
York Bay, he caught a vision of a magnificent goddess holding aloft a torch in one hand and welcoming all visitors 
to the land of freedom and opportunity.  
 
 THE SKETCH. Quickly obtaining paper and brush, Bartholdi sketched in watercolor the idea of the 
Statue of Liberty substantially as it appears today. It was his ambition to have this symbolic structure so 
tremendous that it would tower over even the steeple of Trinity Church, then the tallest building on the New York 
skyline. With each new sketch the power of the Lady grew. He wrote to Laboulaye, "these outlines may well aim 
beyond the mere monument at a work of great moral value". These words were to prove prophetic indeed. 
Bartholdi returned to France in 1874 and soon thereafter the Franco-American Union was established in Paris to 
raise funds for the Statue, first named "Liberty Enlightening the World".  
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 WORK BEGINS. That same year, Bartholdi began his work. His model for the face of the "Goddess of 
Liberty" was his mother, Charlotte Beysser Bartholdi. Bartholdi first made a nine-foot cast in plaster and then 
proportionately enlarged each section four times. The main structural framework of four huge steel supports was 
specially designed by Gustave Eiffel whose fame now endures in the 984-foot Tower he created for the Paris 
Exposition in 1889.  
 

Gustave Eiffel 
 

 
 
Interior structural 
elements of the 
Statue of Liberty 
designed by 
Gustave Eiffel. 

 
 In 1876, French artisans and craftsmen began constructing the Statue in France under Bartholdi's direction. 
The arm holding the torch was completed in 1876 and shown at the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia. The 
head and shoulders were completed in 1878 and displayed at the Paris Universal Exposition. The entire Statue 
was completed and assembled in Paris between 1881 and 1884. Also, in 1884, construction on the pedestal began 
in the United States.  

 FUND RAISING. Under the leadership of Henri Martin and inspired 
perhaps by the fact that so many of the sponsors of the Franco-American 
Union were members of the Fraternity; a campaign netting approximately 
1,000,000 francs was completed by 1880. Contributors included over 100,000 
individuals, 181 villages, 10 Chambers of Commerce, and many school 
children. In America, a "pedestal fund" was launched by Joseph Pulitzer, 
the owner and editor of the New York World, to which the most enthusiastic 
contributors were school children. Together, American and French citizens 
raised some $500,000. Originally the entire statue was to be completed in time 
for the U.S. Centennial in 1876. Of course, it was far from finished. If 
America could not have the entire statue, however, they would at least 
have the right hand and torch. The solemn appendage displayed at the 
World's Fair in Philadelphia was an attention-getter and was generally well-
accepted.  
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FIRST RIVET to be driven in the initial copper sheet to be 
mounted was ceremoniously hammered by Levi P. Morton, 
U.S. Ambassador to France, Oct. 24, 1881 at Paris.  After 
completion of the statue, he accepted it on behalf of the 
United States in a ceremony on July 4, 1884 when he signed 
an agreement with the Union Franco Americaine, the 
organization formed in France to finance the creation of the 
statue. 

 
 From the World's Fair the hand and torch were sent to 
New York for display. Appropriately, on Washington's Birthday in 
1877, in the name of the United States, Congress accepted the Statue 
from the French people. President Hayes then authorized General 
William T. Sherman, Army Chief-of-Staff, to select a suitable site for 
the gift. Sherman, knowing Bartholdi's preference for Bedloe's Island, 
wisely concurred. Meanwhile in France, Bartholdi and his fifty men 
worked on the head which was to go on display at the Paris 
Exposition Universelle in 1878.  

  In 1880, the final stage was in 
preparation. The copper sheets were ready 
to be riveted in place, with Levi P. 
Morton, American Minister to France, 
later Vice President of the United States 
and Governor of New York, invited to 
"drive the rivet in the first part to be 
mounted, the big toe of the left foot". The 
giant lady literally grew out of the Paris 
pavement. When completed, it stood 151 feet high and remained in place for two 
years, awaiting the building of a pedestal. The Statue was finished on May 21, 
1884, and formally presented to Ambassador Levi P. Morton, by Ferdinand de 

Lesseps, head of the Franco-American Union and builder of the Suez Canal. at a friendship dinner on July 
4, 1884.  
           Around this time, Bartholdi, who was a member of Lodge Alsace Lorraine in Paris, which was composed 
of intellectuals, writers and government representatives, invited his brothers to view his masterpiece prior to its 
leaving their native land for America. It is also reported that in November of that year, he delivered a lecture 
and gave the Lodge a report on the history and various methods used in the creation of the statue. In 1887, after 
the statue was dedicated at its final resting place, Bartholdi told his Lodge brothers of the ardent welcome he 

Ferdinand de Lesseps 
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had received in New York and of the wide enthusiasm created by his work. 
 
 COMPLETION AND HANDING OVER TO USA. After the Statue was presented to Levi P Morton, 
the U.S. minister to France, on July 4, 1884 in Paris, it was disassembled and shipped to the United States aboard 
the French Navy ship, Isère. The Statue arrived in New York Harbor on June 17, 1885 and was met with great 
fanfare. Unfortunately, the pedestal for the Statue was not yet complete and the entire structure was not 
reassembled on Bedloe's Island until 1886. 

 

 
French Navy ship, Isère, bringing disassembled Statue of Liberty into New Your Harbor. 

 

  

To Be Continued in the next Masonic Moments… 
 

 
  

For any feedback contact RW Arjit Mahal.  Mahalzen@gmail.com, Tel 908-824-2862; or the Worshipful Master, Bryan S. 
Passione bsp@lafayette27.org. 

 


