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August C & Martha Schneider 

The Couple who left an Eternal Legacy 
  

By WB John Richards, Treasurer 
 
This is an update from the Masonic Moments of two years ago (COVID interrupted). 

The year 1929 it best known for the crash of the United States stock market that led to a 

worldwide economic depression.  However, one week prior to this calamitous event something 

special occurred.  On October 21, 1929, August C. Schneider was initiated as an Entered 

Apprentice Mason in Lafayette Lodge #27 in Rahway at the age of 27. Brother Schneider was 

passed to the degree of Fellowcraft on November 18, 1929 and raised to the sublime degree of 

Master Mason on January 27, 1930.  Brother Schneider spent the next 50 plus years attending 

Lodge and living the life of a mason.  He endeavored at his vocation, retired and continued to live 

the life of a mason. 

The Lafayette Lodge front stairs and interior stairs have been in existence since 1824.  They 

have been the topic of much discussion and debate for a long time.  The Lodge and these stairs 

became the source of another discussion in the early 1980s. Brother Schneider, as he aged, was 

having difficulty getting to Lodge and navigating the stairs.   His attendance in Lodge lessened 

and in time he ceased coming to Lodge.  He mentioned to some other “younger” Brothers of the 

difficulties associated with Lodge.  Their response, because it’s what we do, was to offer Brother 

Schneider a ride to Lodge and by all means possible transport him to the upper floor Lodge room.  

Brother Schneider was quite grateful for the Brothers’ care, concern and assistance. 

The assistance of the Brethren helped lay the cornerstone for the foundation of one of 

Lafayette Lodges’ greatest institutions, The Schneider Fund.  The Lodge members were willing 

to take care of this Brother and as a token of his appreciation, Brother Schneider left the Lodge an 

endowment of $1,000,000 (one million dollars).  At the time of his death on December 26, 1993, 

this endowment was deposited in a custodial account whereby the principal was secured but the 
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dividends were to be used as a charity fund for those in need of assistance.  Since this time, the 

lodge has maintained a Schneider Fund committee to review the application for assistance.  

Schneiders’ Resting Place.   Corn, Wine and Oil placed for the ceremony. 

Our appreciation to the generosity of Brother August C. Schneider and his wife Martha 

continues to this day.  A ceremony is held in the first half of each year at the gravesite of August 

and Martha Schneider at the Clover Leaf Memorial Park in Woodbridge, New Jersey.  The original 

ceremony, begins and ends with prayer and is loosely based on the ceremony for the Laying of 

Foundation Stones of Public Structures with a dedication of the elements of consecration, our 

wages, corn, wine and oil.  The corn is based on the old English definition of corn meaning grain 

and we use barley.  The wine is a quality wine that we share with the Schneiders and each other. 

The oil is a quality oil used for cooking.  

Recently, on May 1, 2021, the ceremony was expanded to include charity teaching from 

the Entered Apprentice degree demonstrating how charity extends beyond the grave and into the 

future.  We took the opportunity of this ceremony to mention the names for several other Brothers 

who are with the Grand Architect of the Universe—laid up in the same cemetery. Clover Leaf 

Memorial Park is the resting place of several other brothers who in dedication to the craft have the 

square and compassed engraved on their grave markers. The list expanded to this year to include 

the following deceased brethren: William Wodarski, Howard A. Blackburn, John E. Martin, 

William J. Marshall, Joseph E. Pippett, Arthur W. Nelson, Alexander Comba, Carl B.S. Pedersen, 

Joseph B. Stamm, Conrad J. Rohrbach, Frank S. Joule, Hugh Young, Wilson R. Jopling, Louis 

Bruno, Sr., Lewis P. Grant, John P. Dambrosa, Anton J. Bubenheimer, David Meyers, Fred Giles, 

James J. Giles, Henry S. Clauer and Frank Cassera.  (These are several other Brethren to be 
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recognized).  In addition to mentioning their names, their graves were cleaned and decorated with 

flowers.  Identification and mapping of their grave locations continues and the list will continue to 

grow.  If someone has additional information, please contact us. 

 
L-R: RW Ray Siecinski, SMC Drew Fago, SW Michael 
Romano, WB Larry Bodine, WM Bryan Passione. SD 

Daniel Speich, JW Fred Schwartz, Bro. Shawn Hohner, 
RW Arjit Mahal. WB John Richards (not pictured) 

 

 
Brothers gathered at Clover Leaf Memorial Park for 

the Schneider Memorial Service on May 1, 2021. 

 
SW Michael Romano pouring wine around the grave 

marker.  
WB John Richards paying his respects to the 

Schneiders. 

Brother C Schneider along with his beloved wife Marth, have set a real example of 

Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth.   The Craft is indebted to them for their selfless service. Nest 

time when you go to the lodge, near the sign-in register you will see the following framed 

statement. 
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Annually the date of the Schneider Memorial Service is posted in the trestle board.  We 

would like to see many more Brethren participate in this noble service.  If the response is good, 

we are thinking of conduct the service with masonic regalia—in a formal way. 

 

Historian’s Note: To enrich this Periodical, the Lodge would like to have brethren 
contribute their Freemasonry related history, experiences and stories. 

Contact RW Arjit “Artie” Mahal.  Mahalzen@gmail.com, Tel 908-824-2862; or 
the Worshipful Master, Bryan S. Passione bsp@lafayette27.org. 

August C. and Martha C. Schneider Memorial Fund 

“Said Trust shall then become known as the August C. and Martha C. Schneider Memorial 

Fund. All the net income thereof shall be paid and delivered to Lafayette Lodge #27, Free and 

Accepted Masons, to be distributed by it for the care, maintenance and comfort of needy brothers 

and sisters of Masonic Order, as determined by it in its sole discretion.  The recipients need not 

be members of said Lafayette Lodge #27, Free and Accepted Masons.” 


