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 In the Masonic Moments Volume 2. Issue 10, November 2020, an article was published: Monuments and 
Masons, On the Gateway to America, Freemasonry, and the Statue of Liberty. Being in the United States for over 
52 years and a mason, this compilation was most interesting for me to assemble. I did know that the Statue of Liberty 
was primarily conceived by, designed by, financed by and installed by and inaugurated by prominent French and 
American Freemasons (among others). When I had asked several masons if they knew about it. They seemed to be 
surprised to know this as well. This lack of knowledge among us, put me on the quest to do research and find original 
material to share with brother masons. History gets lost in obscurity unless it is brought to light—in this case The 
Masonic Light! 

 
 In November 2020, I started by contacting the Statue of Liberty National Monument, National Park Service, 
followed by Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island Foundation. One day my friend RW Jamshed Ghadiali of New York, 
suggested that he is well known to RW Richard W. Bateman, G.P. the Assistant Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge 
of New York; and would be happy to introduce me to him regarding my research. 
 
 I had learned that the Robert R Livingston Masonic Library in the New York Masonic Hall on 23rd Street 
contains a wealth of information about the Statue of Liberty. RW Bateman very promptly put me in touch with the 
Director of the Library, Brother Alexander Vastola and suggested that I could also follow up with Grand Historian 
RW Gary L. Heinmiller. Within two hours of my contacting RW Bateman, I received an email from MW Robert V. 
Motancelli, informing me that before I contact another grand lodge, I must get approval from our own grand lodge. I 
promptly contacted the Grand Secretary and had asked for his permission, which he granted. It was a learning 
experience for me that even though I was researching for my personal use (not Lafayette lodge or for any lodge 
business), I must get permission from the grand lodge.  In the digital age when we can access libraries across the 
world, I wonder what should be the protocols of permission?  
 
 In any case I am most grateful to Brother Alexander Vastola for promptly digging through old masonic 
archives and providing me with valuable information: articles and pictures for two main masonic events of the Statue 
of Liberty: the foundation laying ceremony of 1884 and the 100th anniversary program of 1984. While he was 
constrained for resources due to the pandemic and he also wanted to go on Christmas holidays, he pushed diligently 
to get the research accomplished.  
 
 While all this has been for my personal research, I must share this with our masonic community, to ensure 
the word gets out. Therefore, I am publishing the findings as a series in the next three Masonic Moments’ publications. 
Enjoy! 

Creating the Statue of Liberty 1865-1886 – Part 1 
The story behind Lady Liberty and her Masonic legacy? 

 
 Most of us learned the abbreviated version of the Statute of Liberty but what they failed to teach in school, 
however, is the Statue of Liberty’s Masonic origin and ties to Freemasonry. In fact, the colossus in New York’s harbor 
was conceived, financed, built, and installed by Freemasons! Nearly 100 years after the end of the American 
Revolution in 1865, French political thinker and Brother Edouard de Laboulaye, who belonged to Lodge Alsace 
Lorraine in Paris, proposed to France that the country gift a monument to the United States in commemoration of their 
diplomatic relations and to celebrate a century of freedom and democracy. Additionally, Brother Laboulaye and his 
comrades, which included the likes of Oscar and Edmond de Lafayette, grandsons of Marquis d’Lafayette, Henri 
Martin, and a sculptor and Freemason Frederic Auguste Bartholdi, had hoped that the gift would inspire their own 
French citizens to pursue democracy in France. After the Franco-Prussian War. Which ended in 1871, Brother 
Laboulaye commissioned Brother Bartholdi to sculpt the gift. 
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 During the 19th century, the idea of “liberty” was controversial, often associated with violence and 
revolution. Bartholdi wanted to portray a different image of liberty; instead of the monument leading an uprising, it 
shall instead light the way to freedom peacefully and lawfully. And so, the name, “Liberty Enlightening the World,” 
was bestowed upon the yet-to-be-made statue. The structural framework was provided by fellow Freemason and 
French civil engineer Gustave Eiffel, who would later become famous for designing the Eiffel Tower. Copper was 
chosen as the material of choice by Brother Bartholdi as it was among the least expensive material to construct with. 
That statue was then built by Freemason laborers of the Franco-American Union and was completed in 1885. Lady 
Liberty was then dismantled into 350 pieces and shipped overseas, arriving at Bedloe’s Island (soon after renamed to 

Liberty Island) in June 1885. 
 

 Chairman William M. Evarts of the American Committee contacted the 
Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of New York and 
requested a Masonic ceremony "appropriate to the occasion. "The items 
chosen for the cornerstone were placed in a time capsule below the 
cornerstone, included: a copy of the US Constitution, George 
Washington’s Farewell Address; 20 bronze medals of presidents up 
through Chester A. Arthur (including Washington, Monroe, Jackson, 
Polk, Buchanan, Johnson and Garfield, who were all Freemasons), copies 
of NYC newspapers, a portrait of Bartholdi, a copy of ‘Poem on Liberty’ by 
E. R. Johnes; and a list on parchment of the Grand Lodge officers. Elements 
of a traditional Masonic ceremony were observed; A Grand Master provided a 

few words, and the cornerstone was found to be “square, level and plumb”. The 
Grand Master applied the mortar and had the stone lowered into place. He then 

struck the stone three times and declared it duly laid. Then the elements of “consecration” were presented: corn, wine, 
and oil. The remaining pieces of Lady Liberty were finally placed, and the monument was dedicated on October 28, 
1886. President Grover Cleveland presided over the ceremony, and Brother Henry Potter, Episcopal Bishop of New 
York, gave the invocation. Brother Bartholdi pulled the tricolor French flag off the statue’s face. The main address 
was given by Freemason Chauncey M. Depew, who was also a United States Senator.  
 
 Today, the Statue of Liberty still stands tall in New York harbor as an international symbol of democracy. 
The close ties between the Statue of Liberty and Freemasonry may come as a surprise to many due to the secretive 
nature of Freemasonry in America’s early history. Masons, at this time, took great pride in ensuring that their order 
stayed private and was not known to the outside world. Masons who were in the public eye, like George Washington 
and Ben Franklin, did not openly share their Masonic association. However, Freemasons are now encouraged to 
publicly embrace their affiliations, and it is important to understand and know the quiet history of Freemasonry and 
all that Freemasons have done to build the foundation of America. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A sketch by Auguste Bartholdi of the Statue 
of Liberty as a Lighthouse circa 1880 
(National Park Service, Statue of Liberty NM) 
 

 
Unsigned 19th century map of New York Harbor thought to be done 
 by Auguste Bartholdi. (National Park Service, Statue of Liberty NM) 
 

For any feedback contact RW Arjit Mahal.  Mahalzen@gmail.com, Tel 908-824-2862; or the Worshipful Master, Bryan 
S. Passione bsp@lafayette27.org. 

Brother Bartholdi 


