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 Brethren:  There are two stories in this month’s publication:  RW Charlie Kurowski’s Masonic Journey in his own 
words; and an overview of a Mentoring Workshop delivered via Zoom for the first time on 6 February 2021, which included 
facilitators of Lafayette lodge.  

My Masonic Moments 
RW Charlie Kurowsky PDRI, PGSol 

 
 Brethren let me start by saying how honored I am by having been asked to share some of my thoughts on my Masonic 
journey. 
 It seems impossible that it has been more than 33 years since I was raised a Master Mason in Raritan Lodge #61 in 
Perth Amboy.  I recall vividly the events of that evening, November 12, 1987, as I’m sure many of you remember your own 
raising. That night I had no idea, and even less expectation, that my becoming a Master Mason would lead to so many places, 
honors, and friendships to come. 
 After working my way through the officer line, I was honored to be elected to 
serve as Worshipful Master for 1996.  The day after my installation in January, New Jersey 
was hit with a tremendous blizzard which paralyzed the State for several days. 
Subsequently, there were many highlights during my year, including a weekend trip to the 
George Washington Memorial in Alexandria, VA, where we conferred a Master Mason 
degree. 
 Upon leaving the East, I was elected as Secretary of the lodge, and ended up 
serving in that capacity for 17 years, the majority of which were in LaFayette Lodge after 
our merger. I also served several years as President of the Craftsmen’s Club and enjoyed 
many social events and evenings.  Although I am no longer a member of LaFayette Lodge, 
I always feel welcome when I return, and maintain a bond of friendship with many of the 
brethren there. 
 
 Much to my surprise, I was appointed as DRI of the (then) 27th District from 2001-2004, and then as one of the 

Grand Soloists from 2015-2020.  These were positions to which I never aspired, but 
which helped to expand my circle of Masonic acquaintances and experiences.  I 
believe that some of the most pleasurable things I have enjoyed as a Mason have been 
the small, unexpected ones--listening to a young man who received assistance from 
our Dyslexic Learning Center read a statement in front of hundreds of brethren at an 
Annual Communication, getting a tour of the lodge building in Williamsburg ,VA 
from a man who was cutting the grass there (who turned out to be the DDGM!), 
meeting brethren from all over the country (and the world) just because they noticed 
my Masonic ring - and so many other moments. 
 
Along the way, I have been mentored and counselled by so many brethren including 
(but not limited to) RW Russel D. Bizaro, Sr., RW Ken Nielsen, RW John Bergacs 
III, RW Terry Gerak and RW Arjit Mahal. I am grateful for all the help I have 
received from ALL my brethren. 
 And then there was DWA Brother Harold Hanna, who served as Chaplain of 

LaFayette Lodge for many years.  He told me once that every night before going to sleep, he would recite the Opening and 
Closing prayers to himself.  I was so impressed by the dedication of this unassuming man to the Craft, and I think of it as a 
standard every Mason should strive to emulate.  
 I hope that your Masonic journey has been and will continue to be as rewarding, enjoyable and fruitful as mine. 

So Mote It Be! 
 
Pictures: Charles and Stephanie Kurowsky at a masonic reception, and on a visit to the Worshipful Brother George Washington’s crypt 
at Mount Vernon, during a Grand Staff trip to Washington, DC. 
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Masonic Mentoring Class 
 

  Under the Grand Lodge of New Jersey, a Masonic Mentoring Training Class was developed 
several years ago. It was revived, updated, and reintroduced under the leadership of MW Gregory J. Scott in early 
2019. (A new committee led by RW Omar Morris and RW Bob Howard, later joined by RW Arjit Mahal, WB 
David Blew and WB Dennis Davila, had initiated classes across the State along with other brothers who provided 
support on an ad hoc basis). During this period over 100 brothers had received training in its state-of-the-art 
material and delivery approach.   
 
 In 2021, additional facilitators have been added to form a new Mentoring Team.  Due to the pandemic 
constraints a new approach was developed—the first of a kind--remote training approach which provides masonic 
mentorship directly to new Entered Apprentices, Fellow Crafts and Master Masons. This unique class was rolled 
out on 6 February 2021, with JGW RW Leonard Vander Horn in attendance. Please congratulate our new 
facilitators of our 10th Masonic District: WB Jon Dershowitz, Brother Daniel Speich and WB Eugene Grace. 
 
 Now formally the Mentoring Committee has become a subcommittee under the Grand Lodge Membership 
Committee.  Any lodge wishing to learn more about the mentoring workshop offerings or would like to enroll 
their members for taking classes, may contact the facilitators mentioned above and/or contact Co-Chair WB. Dave 
Blew dave.blew@gmail.com 
 
 In his story, My Masonic Moments, RW Charlie Kurowsky has used the term “mentor”.  We freemasons 
often use this term and emphasize that the mentorship is one of the building blocks of the Craft.  It would be 
interesting to know where this term originated.  
 

Where Does the Term Mentor Come From? 
 
 We acquired "mentor" from the literature of ancient Greece. In Homer's epic The Odyssey, Odysseus was 
away from home fighting and journeying for 20 years. During that time, Telemachus, the son he left as a babe in 
arms, grew up under the supervision of Mentor, an old and trusted friend. When the goddess Athena decided it 
was time to complete the education of young Telemachus, she visited him disguised as Mentor and they set out 
together to learn about his father. Today, we use the word mentor for anyone who is a positive, guiding influence 
in another (usually younger) person's life. (Reference: Dictionary Merriam-Webster) 
 

What is the Role of a Mentor? 
 

 
(Source: GL Mentoring Class Presentation) 

 
To enrich this Periodical, the Lodge would like to have brethren contribute their Freemasonry related history, experiences, and stories.  
Contact RW Arjit Mahal.  Mahalzen@gmail.com, Tel 908-824-2862; or the Worshipful Master, Bryan S. Passione bsp@lafayette27.org. 
 


