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 Brethren:  In this issue, through the courtesy of Brother Antonio “Pon” DeCaro, enjoy an article 
based on a talk he had delivered in his lodge, in New York. 
 

Beehive 
 

By Brother Antonio “Pon” DeCaro, Junior Warden, 
Advance Service Mizpah Lodge 586, Queens, NY. 

 
 “I want to share with the brothers the print version of the beehive lecture I had delivered in the lodge 
last month.  It was inspired by an article I had read in Masonrytoday.com which induced me to do further 
research.”   
  
 Beehive is one of our oldest symbols in Masonry; and 
when depicted in Masonic art it is often accompanied by 7 
bees representing how many masons are needed in a perfect 
lodge. But the beehive is not exclusive to Freemasons. It was 
a symbol used by trade unions dating back to as early as 
Ancient Rome and Egypt. Recently during a renovation, it was 
discovered that the masons who built the Rosslyn Chapel in 
1456, had hollowed out one of the rooftop pinnacles to act as 
a makeshift home for a beehive, complete with hollowed out 
decorative flowers to act as entry and exit points. They did 
this with no means of extracting the honey--but to pay 
homage to the creature they revered.   
 
 But Why? I believe it goes without saying that the obvious connection of the beehive and masonry 
is that of many-- working as a well-structured group-- towards a common goal. But let’s think more about it; 
we share a lot of similarities with our little black and yellow brothers.  
  
 One word often associated with this sort of structure is “industry”, and it applies to the industrious 
bees or even ants. Now, in the modern times when we think industry, we often associate it with heavy 
machines and factories; but to our ancient operative brothers it referred to a group of individuals working 
together to create something. But why the bee? Why not ants or any number of things? It’s because the 
bees are mindful. Mindful of their strengths, mindful of their environment and most importantly mindful of 
harmony within the beehive.   
 
  Bees, structure their hives around providing the best airflow and protection from the elements, 
acting on instinct for the betterment of the hive, as we should act almost on instinct, to better the lodge: 
knowledge being the “air that flows into us” and safeguarding the information of the craft so future 
generations can reap the same benefits as we have and brothers before us.   
  
 Our goal is all the same, but we all have different strengths and no one person is less than his other 
Brothers. Therefore, we all meet on the level. No one brother can run a lodge on his own; just like no one 
Bee can build a hive, gather the pollen, or make the honey. You can be the best Mason, but Individual 
accomplishments are reduced to nothing--if your lodge does not thrive. 
  
 The idea for the hive is to assemble those who can best work together and best agree on the 
common goal of the hive. It is through this concept of Industry that our ancient operative brothers were able 
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to create grand cathedrals and other enduring structures. It is also how modern Freemasonry makes 
successful lodges, some enduring for hundreds of years. After all, what we share with the Common Bee is 
almost Shakespearean, that our existences continue to parallel.   
  
 Bees just like Freemasonry are at a crucial moment in their history as they face extinction. Climate 
change and modern conveniences are affecting the bees. Brothers, today’s climate has changed, and 
modern conveniences are making the world smaller, but we couldn’t be further apart. It’s crazy that the 
same Wi-Fi and high-speed signals in the air that are affecting the bees migrating patterns and everyday 
life, are the same that are causing Americans to feel lonely.   
  
 PRE! Covid-19 studies have shown that 60% of Americans felt alone; 53% of those being men. 
About half of people studied have a meaningful in person social interaction. More people have a bigger 
social media presence than a social presence. If only there was a place where masons (and friends and 
family) could come together and have more of social get-togethers rather than be in the invisible social 
media in the cyberspace! Our dwindling numbers to most may not be as catastrophic as losing the Bee. 
Within a few decades we can lose many different species of Bees forever, losing bees means losing 
pollination which leads to a decline in agriculture and so on: “Many may have seen the Bee Movie with Tom 
Hanks.”  
  
 Every decade on, our numbers get smaller. Lodges struggle to exist. However, studies show that 
there are people longing to be a part of something—but just don’t know how. Who is to say we don’t have 
the same butterfly effect as the Bee? That the support and love we share with each other, could trickle 
down and possibly change the world betterment? If you take a long look at masonry throughout history, 
haven’t we already done that? 
  

Side Story on the Name of Brother DeCaro’s Lodge: Advance Service Mizpah Lodge 586. 
 The first USS Advance was a brigantine in the United States Navy which participated in an arctic rescue 
expedition. Advance was built in 1847 and loaned to the Navy in1850 to participate in the search for Sir John Franklin's 
arctic expedition which had been stranded in the frozen north since 1846. The ship, under the command of Lieutenant 
Edwin J. De Haven and in company with ship Rescue, was put to sea from New York on 23 May 1850.  A second 
expedition to rescue Franklin was scheduled after 20 months and departed New York on 30 May 1853, under the 
command of Assistant Surgeon Elisha Kent Kane. Elisha Kent Kane (February 3, 1820 – February 16, 1857) was an 
American explorer, and a medical officer in the United States Navy during the first half of the 19th century. He was a 
member of two Arctic expeditions to rescue the explorer Sir John Franklin. He was present at the discovery of Franklin's 
first winter camp, but he did not find out what had happened to the fatal expedition.  

Commander of the ship Advance – Elisha Kent Kane was a Freemason. 
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Brother Elisha Kent Kane 
 
Historian’s Note: To enrich this Periodical, the Lodge would like to have brethren contribute their Freemasonry related history, experiences, and 
stories.  Contact RW Arjit Mahal.  Mahalzen@gmail.com, Tel 908-824-2862; or the Worshipful Master, Bryan S. Passione bsp@lafayette27.org. 
 

 


