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NOTE TO ALL READERS: It has been about two years since Masonic Moments was launched.  On behalf of the lodge, 
I thank all our readers and brethren who had contributed their stories, provided support and help to make this periodical 
possible. As in any endeavor, it is important to validate the effectiveness of this product through a direct input of the 
readership.   We need your feedback.  Kindly, answer these two questions (1) What value do you receive from Masonic 
Moments; and (2) How can we improve the publication.  Send your response to Arjit Mahal by E-mails, Texts or Phone calls: 
mahalzen@gmail.com, 732-771-7265. Thanks in advance. 

 
Part 1 of the Monuments & Masons story was about the masonic connections and contributions in the creation of 

the Statue of Liberty. In this Part 2, you will learn about the masonic connection to Liberation, a monument situated in the 
South most part of the Liberty State Park, in Jersey City.  

Liberation Monument 

DEDICATED ON MAY 30, 1985, THE FIFTEEN-FOOT, TWO-TON LIBERATION is the creation of 
Nathan Rapoport, a world-renowned sculptor.  The monument rests on a base of black 
marble and was cast at the Tallix foundry in Peekskill, New York.  It was through the 
overwhelming generosity of thousands of New Jersey people of all ages and backgrounds 
who contributed their enormous resources of funds and skilled workmanship that the 
Liberty Park Monument Committee was able to deed this statue to the state of New Jersey. 

 
THIS MONUMENT DEPICTS AN UNARMED AMERICAN SOLDIER CARRYING A 

SURVIVOR OUT OF A CONCENTRATION CAMP.  Their chests, that of rescuer and rescued are 
joined, as if sharing one heart.  Comfort and trust are reflected in the way the survivor’s 
body rests in the arms of his savior.  It was the wish of Nathan Rapoport to erect the 
monuments in a place where children would view it and learn of the compassion and spirit 
of the American soldier who gave of himself for his fellow man.  Liberty State Park, which 
forms a triangle with the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island, is the most appropriate site for 
Liberation, which now joins these two great symbols of liberty and freedom. 

 
LIBERATION IS A TESTAMENT TO THE DEEDS OF THOSE ORDINARY AMERICANS WHO FREED EUROPE AFTER WORLD 

WAR II.  We see a theme of the ultimate triumph of hope and the indestructibility of the human spirit.  Furthermore, this 
monument commemorates the liberation of thousands of people from the Nazi concentration camps.  Ultimately, it 
symbolizes the American soldier who participated in all conflicts in a unique way, not for conquest or oppression, but for 
freedom and democracy.   It is the strong helping the weak, not persecuting them.  It is one human being supporting another.  
It is a tribute to all that America stands for: Freedom, compassion, and hope.  This monument was created as a reminder of 
the past and as an inspiration for generations of the future. 
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 “I wish to believe my hands are a gift from God. A sculptor’s tools are his instrument to appreciate and function.  So, I’ve 
become a chronicler in bronze of people.  People without memories have no future.” Nathan Rapoport 
           

NATAN RAPOPORT HAD CONCEIVED AND BUILT THE LIBERATION.  Polish-born Nathan 
Rapoport (1911-1987) began his career as an artist at the Warsaw Academy of Art. His studies 
took him to Italy and France, and he was in the Soviet Union at the outbreak of World War 11. 
Nathan first received honors for his work in Warsaw in 1936 for his "Tennis" sculpture. After 
1945 he made his home in Western Europe and in Israel, and in 1959 he came to the United 
States. Dynamic action is most prominent in Rapoport's monumental works, the first of which, 
the "Warsaw Ghetto Memorial" commemorates the Warsaw ghetto uprising in 1943, and which 
stands as a testament to the Jewish freedom fighters who died in that uprising. In all Rapoport's 
sculptures, distortion of form is acceptable but only to heighten sorrow and triumph and to 
elicit emotional response. He makes statements about human conditions and destiny, relying 
on directness and simplicity. Though terrifying and tragic in content, his work conveys a 
message of lasting values and asserts the indestructibility of the spirit.  

 

SYMBOLS: The site of the Liberation forms a triangle between the State of Liberty, Ellis Island and the Liberty State 
Park.  In the backdrop of this triangle is the confluence of Hudson and East Rivers—forming the Upper Bay.  Whereas the 
Statue of Liberty is the icon of Freedom, Ellis Island has been the icon for Opportunity, the Liberation monument is the icon 
for liberation.  The Upper Bay can be viewed as the icon of amalgamation of Liberation, Freedom and Opportunity, 
representing the spirit of the United States of America. 

 
THE MONUMENT IS ALSO AN EXPRESSION OF MR. RAPOPORT’S RECONCILIATION WITH HISTORY states Braden 

Philips, after his interview of Nathan Rapoport: “History makes you what you are.  I was mad when the war broke out and 
Hitler took over. I lost my city. I lost my father, mother, sister and brother. The whole world went to pieces.  So, as a sculptor, 
I do my work.  If there is a seed of something good, it has to come to life.  I’ve come to a time when I see things differently. My 
God, I ask who saved the people? I can be very unhappy and cry about the terrible human loss, but now I have to see the 
others who came to save them.  Now I have to make a finale, a happy ending”. 

 
THE SOLDIER IS NOT CARRYING A GUN, THUS SYMBOLIZING THAT THE AMERICAN SOLDIERS WENT AS LIBERATORS 

AND NOT AS AGGRESSORS OR OCCUPIERS. The head of the soldier is bowed in humility—at what he may have seen and felt.  
The way the Liberation is positioned, sun never shines on the face of the soldier; so, it is always in shade—not very visible.  
Natan Rapoport made the face of the soldier “anonymous” in that it does not have physical features of a face of any particular 
group or race of people.  It represents all Americans. (During planning for the site, to ensure the face of soldier was dark due 
to lack of sunshine, Luna Kaufman and a friend, put a small model of the monument on the top of the proposed hill and sat 
there from sunup to sundown—to establish the most appropriate direction of the soldier’s face). 
 

Liberation’s Masonic Connection 
 

“Whenever or wherever people are in need, Masons are there to help”.   ~ Brother Norman Vincent Peale 

THIS UNIQUE MONUMENT was built and installed with the help of hundreds of individuals who came from all walks 
of life and from diversity if ethnic communities—across New Jersey, New York and elsewhere. Under the leadership of 
Honorable Tom Kean, supported by the Liberation Monument Committee, funds were raised,  to ensure that this monument 
was built with money contributed by individuals and organization that believed in the cause of Liberation.  
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 FREEMASONS OF NEW JERSEY were involved in this project on individual 
capacities; and later under the sponsorship of the Grand Lodge of New Jersey 
which also championed the cause of Wreaths Across America. Liberation was 
honored by wreath laying ceremonies in recent years (2015-2019). 
 

Brother Carl B. S. Pedersen, a WW2 Veteran of US Navy,  and WB Arjit S. 
Mahal (now RW Mahal, PGC), both members of the Raritan Lodge No. 61, Perth 
Amboy, (now Lafayette Lodge No. 27, Rahway) were appointed to the New Jersey 
Ethnic Advisory Council in c1983 by Honorable Governor Tom Kean. Brother 
Pedersen was representing the Danish and Scandinavian Communities and Brother 
Mahal was representing the Sikh community. It was at that time that Governor 
Kean had become the chairman of the Liberation Monument Committee, with the 
mission to raise funds and help create Liberation monument in the Liberty State 
Park. Upon attending a presentation by Luna Kaufman, a Co-Chair of the 
committee, both brother masons joined that committee. Luna Kaufman is a 
survivor of three concentration camps and had been the force behind this 
project. (her life is chronicled in “A Journey of Forgiveness and Triumph”).  

ON THE PROJECT, Brother Pedersen (1921-2015); and Brother Mahal 
initially did not represent the Grand Lodge of Free & Accepted Masons of New Jersey. In later years, RW David “Mel” Russen, 
Jr., of Durand Lodge No. 179, Point Pleasant, NJ, championed the cause of involving masons across from the States of New 
Jersey and even New York, to collaborate with Wreaths Across America to hold several memorial services at the Liberation 
Monument in the Liberty State Park.  Brother Russen was a 2nd Lieutenant in the US Army, 6th ACR 1968-1970.  RW Russen is 
currently the Treasurer of the Wreaths Across America. 
 

ON JULY 20, 1969, TWO AMERICAN ASTRONAUTS LANDED ON THE MOON OF THE 
PLANET EARTH, in an area known as Mare Tranquillitatis, or “Sea of Tranquility”. One of those 
brave men was Brother Edwin Eugene (Buzz) Aldrin, Jr., Among other lodges, Brother Aldrin 
was a member of Montclair Lodger No. 144, Montclair, NJ. (Now Essex Lodge No 7).  Under 
the Grand Lodge of Texas, Brother Aldrin had established Texas Freemasonry on the Moon: 
Tranquility Lodge No. 2000.  A fund-raising dinner was held on 16th September 1984 at the 
Aspen Hotel, Parsippany, New Jersey, organized by The Children of Holocaust Survivors. 
Brother Aldrin supported the cause of Liberation by attending this event.  

 
REFLECTING UPON HIS INVOLVEMENT WITH THE WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA, 

Brother Russen had stated “As a junior appointed officer of my Masonic Lodge and United 
States Army veteran I began to think of what a great partnership there could be between 
Masons and Wreaths Across America.  After all there are many Masons who are or have been Veterans and Masonic Lodges 
located in numerous towns and cities throughout the United States of America”.  This was the beginning of the wreath laying 

ceremonies at the monument in December 2015. Brother Mahal assisted by a masonic brother George 
Zeevalk who had travelled with the caravan of trucks carrying wreaths from Maine, served as Master 
of Ceremonies—under the direction of RW Russen.  Under the sponsorship of the Grand Lodge of New 
Jersey, Luna Kaufman and Arjit Mahal, two original members of the Liberation Monument Committee 
of 1985, have since taken an active part in the wreath laying ceremonies at the monument (2015-2019). 
On 4th June 2017, Nathan Rapoport Memorial Ceremony attended by many distinguished masons from 
New Jersey and New York masons was organized by Brother Russen to honor this great sculptor.   

 
Every year in December, now Wreaths Laying Ceremonies on the graves of the veterans is a regular activity conducted 

by many lodges and masons across the State of New Jersey and New York. Generally, the Masonic First Lady champions the 
wreath laying ceremonies across the State.  Facilitated by RW Mel Russen, one of the main masonic events has been the 
memorial ceremony held annually at NJ Veterans Memorial, in Holmdel, NJ. 
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Pictures below are some examples of the wreath laying ceremonies over the years honoring the Liberation Movement 

Photographs are Courtesy of RW Thomas W. Murphy, Grand Photographer 

   
   

 

 
 

 

 

SO, MOTE IT BE! 

December 19th is the Memorial Day for Wreath Laying Ceremonies.  For donations and to volunteer contact 
 WB Bryan Passione, Senior Warden of LaFayette Lodge No. 27, Rahway 

 
Historian’s Note: To enrich this Periodical, the Lodge would like to have brethren contribute their Freemasonry related history, experiences and stories.  Contact RW Arjit 
“Artie” Mahal.  Mahalzen@gmail.com, Tel 908-824-2862; or the Worshipful Master, RW Michael Holt; and/or WB Bryan S. Passione bsp@lafayette27.org. 


