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This issue contains the following articles:  

• “My Masonic Journey So Far”, By Brother Jonathan Dershowitz 
• “Further Light in Masonry” By WB Lawrence Bodine 

 
“My Masonic Journey So Far” By Brother Jonathan Dershowitz 

 
Everyone gets into masonry for different reasons, for me, it was just so that I could have 

an identity in my community, and to build a social life in a not just a new town, but a new state as 
well.  I moved to Carteret, New Jersey in 2014 a month before 
I married my wife Ruth to a town her family has been living in 
for over 40 years.  For a very long time I was known as “Ruth’s 
Husband” or “Joel and Rhoda’s son-in-law.” It was difficult for 
me to live in a small town where I didn’t have an identity of my 
own. Fortunately, I have a family that loves me and a father-in-
law who is also a Mason.  My wife and mother-in-law 
encouraged me to petition the lodge to “get out of the house a 
few times a month.”  Little did I know that it would change my 
life completely. 

 
 I was initiated into our great fraternity on June 8th, 2015 
at Theodore Roosevelt Lodge #219, and I haven’t looked 
back.  For the eight months between being initiated and being 
raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason, I spent time 
getting to know my fellow candidates, and the Brothers of my 
Mother Lodge.  They welcomed me with open arms, and I 
finally felt welcome in a community, both in and out of the 
lodge.  
 

Once I became a Master Mason I started to travel whenever possible.  Since I was traveling 
so much, my Worshipful Master, WB Gabriel Aguirre, recommended I try for the David Brearley 
Award.  I truly believe that it was because I was pushed to travel and meet all the requirements for 
the Brearley Award, I would not have fallen in love with this great fraternity or become as involved 
as I am.  While I didn’t make it to Grand Lodge that year to receive my award, I was honored to 
receive it from MW Dieter B Hees during my lodge's Second Annual Scholastic Night. 

 
Thanks to the power of social media, I met one of my closest masonic friends while 

working towards the award, Brother James-Michael Grahl, and we both joined the Rough Ashlar 
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Degree Team and was honored to be a part of a Master Mason degree on the USS New Jersey.  It 
was truly one of my most memorable masonic experiences. 

 
 As Masons we always say that we couldn’t do everything we do without the support of our 
wives and family, and I am especially blessed.  Not only does my wife travel with me whenever 
possible, but my in-laws are always there to help out with anything, whether that means babysitting 
my daughter so we can attend a function, or just being supportive behind the scenes. 
 

 

 

  
  

So, while my masonic journey is far from over, I like to think that I have had one hell of a 
ride so far.  While this year has been difficult for everyone, I always endeavor to keep my head 
held high and try and find the silver lining out of any situation.  Over the years I have gotten to 
know many brothers from Lafayette Lodge, and I am thrilled to be a dual member with this 
wonderful lodge. I have always felt welcome at, but I would especially like to thank RW Mike 
Holt, RW Arjit Mahal, WB Raymond Siecinski, WB Bryan Passione, and Brother Daniel Speich 
to making me feel especially welcome every time I walk through those doors. 
 

I look forward to getting to know all the brothers at Lafayette Lodge more, and to continue 
to make great memories with each and every one of you, both in and out of the lodge.  
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“Further Light in Masonry” By WB Lawrence Bodine 
 

“What has attracted so many Brethren to seek further light in Royal Arch Masonry? The 
Royal Arch Degrees were considered most important in the early years of Freemasonry and so 
dogmatic was the Mother Grand Lodge-from which all Speculative Masonry derives – that in 1813, 
when the two grand lodges in England united, a firm and solemn landmark was adopted and placed 
in the Articles of Union to guide Masons throughout the world forever on this matter:  “Pure 
Ancient Free Masonry consists of but 3 degrees, namely, that of Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, 
and Master Mason, including the Supreme Order of the Holy Royal Arch.” 

 
The members of Lafayette Lodge wanted to form a Royal Arch Chapter and they were 

given a Charter on September 14,1871. Lafayette Chapter #26 will celebrate 150 years in 2021. 
We have been fortunate to have brought in some very good Companions and we welcome any and 
all Masons looking for further light. We are a very friendly chapter that entertains with good 
Masonic Speakers and delicious food at our meetings. Feel free to contact either Excellent High 
Priest Mike Flaherty at 908-347-6894, or EX Sec’y James Galarza at 201-303-8576. Our meetings 
are held at Lafayette Lodge #27 on the Third Thursday of the month. Dinner is usually at 6:30pm. 
Come on down. 

 

 
 
 

 

Historian’s Note: To enrich this Periodical, the Lodge would like to have brethren contribute their Freemasonry related 
history, experiences and stories.  Contact RW Arjit “Artie” Mahal.  Mahalzen@gmail.com, Tel 908-824-2862; or the 
Worshipful Master, RW Michael Holt; and/or WB Bryan S. Passione bsp@lafayette27.org. 


