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Compiled by RW Arjit Mahal, PM

8 April 2020 Informal “Virtual Meeting” of LaFayette Lodge members and guests

Brethren, many of you may be wondering what this picture represents! In times of “Social Distancing”
due to the virus-related lock-down, technology has become an invaluable tool for the membership to stay
connected and enjoy fellowship. If you have a computer, tablet with a camera and a speaker; or if you prefer to
use your mobile phone, you can participate in such “gatherings”. Our Secretary WB Ray Siecinski has been
promptly sending instructions on how to connect through a tool called “Jitsi Meet.” For formal lodge meetings,
on video platforms, our Worshipful Master and the Secretary will of course communicate the protocols of
participating and conducting yourselves in the upcoming “Lodge Meetings”. Stay tuned and please show support
by participating in numbers.
This issue of Masonic Moments is dedicated to the construction and maintenance of our Lafayette Lodge
Masonic Temple—over the years. While the new effort of repairing the steps is underway, it is important to reflect
upon the past, the “building blocks” of the initiative of various brethren who had dedicated their energies in
designing, building, and maintaining this edifice--we love--and continue to enjoy.
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Front Steps of the Masonic Temple
Following is the text of e-mails sent by WB Ray Siecinski in May/June 2020, to call for help.

The front steps are going to be worked on starting on Monday, June 1. We need coverage at the lodge from
7 am to 4 pm on both Monday and Tuesday. I am starting with the officers prior to sending out to all (now open
to all members). Ninety-minute shifts. Since they are opening to the Red Room windows and need bathroom
facilities, we need this coverage. The lodge has Wi-Fi so if you are working from home, you can use the lodge
to work from; OR While there, you can watch them work, straighten up the bar area and cabinets, clean up the
room behind the bar, go all the way upstairs and clean the little museum we have (glass has not been cleaned in
years); OR do anything in the lodge that needs to be done.
The pictures attached are after day 2 of getting our front steps redone. This will require 4-5 additional days
to complete (a bigger job than expected). For the Oldtimers of the lodge, you will notice the front 3 windows are
going to be reopen to the Red Room. Once the steps are completed, we are going to need handrails and someone
who is good with woodworking and windows to refurbish these windows. We do have names of non-Masons who
can do the work but before we sign anything, we are seeing if we have anyone that works in these fields. We look
forward to seeing you all once this is completed and we are again open for business once this pandemic eases.
The lodge thanks all the brothers who lodge-Sat the last 2 days and those who will be there the rest of the week,
including Saturday. If you have not lodge-sat yet and have some time, call me and we can fit you in to your
availability.
Brethren let us express our gratitude to WB Ray Siecinski, for leading this project assisted by WB John Richards
and all other brethren who made a special effort to pitch-in.
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“It Can Be Done"
Following is an excerpt from Temple Restoration Committee of 2001 Report Document.

Source of Corner Stone: General Lafayette’s
Headquarters, Windsor, NY

Worshipful Brother Harry H. Bracher

In 1922, a Committee was formed to supervise the financing and construction of a new masonic
edifice, which would become the permanent home to LaFayette Lodge No 27 Free & Accepted Masons.
Worshipful Brother Harry H. Bracher secured the financing, Brother C. Bauer superintended the
Construction and Brother Henry H. Jardine, located and acquired with great difficulty, the corner stone
of the building, which was taken from the foundation of General Lafayette’s Headquarters in Upstate
New York.
The Lodge originally founded in 1824 and named after General Lafayette’s visit through Rahway
purported meeting with the Brethren there, was a tenant in several locations throughout the city until that
time. Due to the nation-wide decline in Masonry that followed, Lafayette Lodge “went dark” but retained
its warrant. It was not until 1854 that the Lodge resumed its labors, and we therefore consider this our
originating date. 100 years after originally opening, in 1924, the Lodge opened the doors to home of its
own. 30 years later, in 1954 the Lodge celebrated the final payment of its ban loan, claiming the building
as its own.
The masonic temple located at 1550 Irving Street is a living testament to the dedication and vision of
our masonic forefathers. Through their perseverance, we the members have enjoyed masonry in a totally
unique environment. They are capable, talented men who recognized the role of Masonry in community
and realized the dream of their constituents. Now it is time to take up the “working Tools” and follow in
their footsteps. If masonry is to live in the City of Rahway, it is incumbent upon us to who remain to
continue the work.
Harry Bracher coined the catchphrase "It Can Be Done". It served to inspire and motivate a group of
like-minded freemasons and manifested itself in this magnificent tribute to masonry. The Masonic Temple
Restoration Committee of 2001 invoked a similar motto to initiate a major renovation work: “Build it and
They will Come”. (Committee members: Peter J. Barba, Lawrence C. Bodine, Robert Dunsmuir, Michael Holt, Edward
L. Londino, Stephen Lutz).
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Masonic Temple Architect
Following is an excerpt from Worshipful Brother Lawrence C. Bodine’s 2011 Trestleboard

…Mr. Alex Shipley, author, history buff, representative of Merchants and Drovers Tavern Museum spoke
of Lafayette’s origins, the several buildings in which we met, and what really piqued my interest, of Bro.
Seymour Williams, the architect who designed our beautiful Temple. Bro. Williams was a Mason in a New
York Lodge but became a Companion of LaFayette Chapter #26 RAM. His work is visible all-around Rahway:
The oldest section of RSI Bank, the field house at Veterans Field, the old Post Office Easterbrook schools,
churches, and police headquarters, and buildings too numerous to list here. As many Masons do, he became
very involved in his new community of Rahway, joining the Elks, Kiwanis (a founding member), the Red Cross,
and during the Depression was instrumental in surveying and preserving historic sites in a seven state area
for Bro. Pres. FD. Roosevelt. He raised his family here and in 1967 when he finally met the Great Architect
of the Universe, he was survived by his wife, children and 10 grandchildren. Brother Williams gave us a
beautiful building with which we may do much of Mason's work…
Corner Stone laying of Masonic Temple at Rahway: Saturday June 14th,
1924

Bro. Seymour Williams, Architect

Historian’s Note: To enrich this Periodical, the Lodge would like to have brethren contribute their
Freemasonry related history, experiences and stories.
Contact RW Arjit “Artie” Mahal.
Mahalzen@gmail.com, Tel 908-824-2862; or the Worshipful Master, RW Michael Holt; and/or WB Bryan S.
Passione bsp@lafayette27.org.

4

