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Historian’s Note: Brethren, it is indeed an honor and pleasure to compile and publish Masonic Moments. Several
Brothers participate to make this a reality--every month: those who contribute material in writing, those who
review and edit—and then publish and print copies for availability at the Lodge. Very seldom we receive
feedback—in terms of value received by the readers. It will be appreciated, if you like some items, let it be known
to the contributors, the Worshipful Master, the Secretary, and the Historian. Improvement ideas are of course
welcome.
Article contributed by WB Lawrence C. Bodine PM 2011
Brethren, at Lafayette’s installation in December 2010, I was very proud to become Master of the Lodge.
I was handed a beautiful hand carved gavel made by RW Donald A. C. Black Sr. On it was an inscription of a
portion of my father’s favorite poem, “IF” by Rudyard Kipling. I doubt if my father knew that Brother Rudyard
was a Mason. But my dad, William C. Bodine, being a survivor of the Great Depression, a veteran of World War
II and Korea, a man who worked hard to feed his family—has always been my ideal of a “real man”. In his
memory, I am reprinting this poem to share with my brothers.
IF you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you,
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too;
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
Or being lied about, don't deal in lies,
Or being hated, don't give way to hating,
And yet don't look too good, nor talk too wise:

If you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,
And lose, and start again at your beginnings
And never breathe a word about your loss;
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,
And so hold on when there is nothing in you
Except the Will which says to them: 'Hold on!'

If you can dream - and not make dreams your master;
If you can think - and not make thoughts your aim;
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster
And treat those two impostors just the same;
If you can bear to hear the truth you've spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,
Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,
And stoop and build 'em up with worn-out tools:

If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
' Or walk with Kings - nor lose the common touch,
if neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you,
If all men count with you, but none too much;
If you can fill the unforgiving minute
With sixty seconds' worth of distance run,
Yours is the Earth and everything that's in it,
And - which is more - you'll be a Man, my son!
Brother Joseph Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936)
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Brother Kipling was made a Mason under dispensation for being younger than 21, showing that Masonry
has always been flexible when desirous of a few good men. It has been written that Brother Kipling left many
Masonic references in his poetry and writings. I would like to think that he was thinking of Masonry when he
wrote “IF” as well. He writes of his joining, “I was entered by a member of the Brahmo Samaj (a Hindu), passed
by a Mohammedan and raised by an Englishman. Our Tyler was an Indian Jew; we met, of course on the level…”
Surely our oaths and obligations are designed to make us better men. Therefore, we should be constantly
reminded of them and keep them in front of our mind as we travel through life. Thus, we may say that “Masonry
takes a good man and makes him better”. We know it to be true from firsthand knowledge.

Three generations:
WB Bodine, passing on the message of “IF” to his
son Brandon, and grandson Thierry.

COVID-19 Pandemic
Our nation and the world are going through a difficult time due to the pandemic. This global war on the
Virus is serious and many lives have been lost, with not a clear sight in view—yet. May the Grand Architect
bless the departed souls and comfort their loved ones. While there is much doom and gloom being reported,
there are also good things happening: Our heroes battling this invisible enemy, among others, are: the medical
personnel, first responders, law enforcement, and those who are finding solutions at all levels of the society;
making masks and running food pantries. May the Grand Architect keep them safe and give strength to their
families.
In the spirit of Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth, our lodge members are also engaged in contributing
against this “war”: Here we highlight two initiative underway. The Masonic Blood Bank and contribution tin
support of the Rahway Hospital staff.
Masonic Blood Drive

CLARA BARTON (1821-1912), inspired by the work of International Committee of the Red Cross,
had founded the American Red Cross. After the fall of her brother from a barn rafter, Clara spent two years
ministering to his needs and organizing his medicines. This was the beginning of her path to the nurse’s whites
and changing the field of medical aid and disaster. She had worked in Massachusetts and New Jersey, prior to
working for the Government during the Civil War (nursing soldiers on both sides of the conflict). After the war
ended Barton, started to work at the Global scale—which included work in Armenia in 1896.
She had long drawn strength from her father, who even as he lay dying, encouraged efforts. “As a
patriot, he had me serve my country with all I had, even with my life if needed be,” Barton recollected. “As
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the daughter of an accepted Mason, he had me seek and comfort the afflicted everywhere, and as a Christian
he changed me to honor God and love mankind.” She would fulfill her father’s charge gloriously. Clara
Barton did her father proud. (Source: 100 people who changed the world. Meredith Corp. New York).
In coordination with the American Red Cross, New Jersey, and in his role of the Grand Orator, our own
Worshipful Master, Michael Holt had reinvigorated the Masonic Blood Drive—state-wide. Here is a summary
of the status, submitted by WB Fred. Schwartz, PM, Chairman of Blood Bank of Lafayette Lodge and
the 10th Masonic District.
During the 1980’s and into the 2000’s the New Jersey Masonic blood bank was one of the largest blood
banks in the state. However, due to insufficient management the volume declined. Then came MW Gregory J.
Scott who asked RW Mike Holt to resurrect the program. As is Mike, he dug right in by naming RW Mertz state
chairman and then adding a Blood Bank chairman for each New Jersey district. Then came a meeting in
Burlington with all chairmen present along with Leslie Pittman-Smith who is the business development
representative for the American Red Cross. Her primary duty is donor recruitment. Leslie laid out a plan for the
proper method of setting up a blood drive, including advertisement, recruiting and drive goals. She has a lot of
experience in this area. Fast forward to today. The system is working. From a previous ten-year annual average
of about one hundred pints, we have already collected over two thousand pints.
Blood Collection: Submitted by Leslie Pittman-Smith, Business Development Manager, American Red
Cross: “In 2019, we collected a total of 668 precious units of blood at various NJ lodges. So far as of yesterday
we have collected 594 units at 12 lodges. 7 new lodges became our partners for 2020 but some have not run yet.
We have 27 additional blood drives booked from today through December. I believe there is an opportunity to
book additional drives for 2020 as many of the lodges do not yet have their fall dates. As you can see the Masons
of NJ are indeed a very valuable partner to the American Red Cross and we sincerely appreciate their support”.
RW Michael Holt has provided the overall summary of total blood collected: 2019: 1,850 pints; 2020: 1,368
pints; Total of 2,918 pints in one year (May 2019 – May 2020). In addition to Red Cross, these numbers include
blood collected by Vitaliant and NY Blood Center. There is an effort underway to go through Red Cross only.
However, Blood is Blood—no matter who collects it! Congratulations to all the Masons and Blood
Collection Entities.
Donation to RWJ Rahway University Hospital Rahway
As a small token of the Lodge’s appreciation for all the men and women of RWJUH Rahway who are at
the forefront of the battle against COVID-19, as well as the heroic work they engage in every day, the elected
Officers and Schneider Committee members presented RWJUH Rahway with a donation in the amount of
$2,000.00. Due to shortages and financial restraints there is a strong need for the purchase of Personal Protective
Equipment to help protect those frontline workers who are putting themselves in harm’s way. Additionally, after
a discussion with the RWJUH Rahway’s Manager of Foundation Relations, Laura Ciraco, we learned that iPads
and tablets have become essential within the hospital. With the various and stringent restrictions on visitations,
the iPads and tablets are utilized to help provide patients with family communication. While not a substitute inperson communication, the iPads and tablets could provide the last means of communication for a terminally ill
patient or an opportunity for family to say goodbye to a loved one.
The elected Officers and Schneider Committee members also authorized an additional donation in the
amount of $500.00 to be made to the Rahway Food For Friends Food Bank. This donation is in addition to the
$500.00 donation the Lodge made to the Food Bank earlier this year. Charity is one of the main tenets of our
Fraternity, and Lafayette Lodge is fortunate to be able to help provide some financial support to our community
at a time where tensions and emotions are high, and resources scarce.
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Glimpses of Lafayette’s Valentine’s Day Evening
This year our regular lodge meeting was on 14th February, coinciding with the Valentine’s Day. The
Worshipful Master along with his officers, had decided to make that day special by honoring our ladies—to a
special dinner. The ladies and the brethren had a great evening of fun and fellowship at DaBenito’s Restaurant,
Union, NJ. Enjoy some pictures from that event.
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