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United Grand Lodge of England, a Brief History 

 
By Bryan S. Passione, PM 

 
The United Grand Lodge of England (“UGLE”), and current Freemasons’ Hall, is located on Great Queen 

Street in the heart of London.  A Masonic hall, in one form or another, has stood in this location since 1775, and 

the current Freemasons’ Hall was constructed in 1933.  Incredibly, the building escaped the bombings of World 

War II virtually unscathed. Freemasons’ Hall is not only home to more than 20 functional lodge rooms, including 

the stunning Grand Temple (or Grand Lodge) room, but also a Masonic library and museum of Freemasonry.  

The museum has recently been redesigned to highlight Freemasonry through the ages, specifically within the 300 

years since the establishment of the original Grand Lodge of England. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

United Grand Lodge of England,  
60 Great Queen Street,  

London, UK 
 

The Grand Lodge of England, which recently celebrated its tercentenary, was originally established in 

1717; and in 1723, published the first “Constitutions of the Free-Masons.”  Around 1751, a divide occurred 

between the membership and the Grand Lodge split into two separate Grand Lodges; the Grand Lodge of 

England (also known as the Moderns) and the Ancient Grand Lodge (also known as the Ancients).  The divide 
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between the Moderns and the Ancients stemmed from disagreements over the nature of the Masonic ritual1, 

where the Moderns sought to modernize the ritual and place less focus on ritual overall.  Meanwhile, the 

Ancients argued that revising the ritual would be contrary to the landmarks of Masonry.  Nearly 100 years later, 

in 1813, two Grand Lodges agreed to Articles of Union, and formed the United Grand Lodge of England. 

 

 
The Constitutions of The Free-Masons, published 1723  

Articles of Union between the Grand Lodge of England and 
the Ancient Grand Lodge, 1813 

 

 Interestingly, in the United Kingdom, an additional Grand Lodge exists, the Honourable Fraternity of 

Ancient Freemasons (“HFAF”) which is more simply known as Freemasonry for Women, and was established 

in 1913.  However, it is written into the Constitutions of the UGLE and HFAF respectively that visitation 

between the two organizations is prohibited.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Example of one of the functional lodge rooms in the 
UGLE. Visible are the Master’s station, two columns, 
mosaic floor, and a bust of the Grand Master, Prince 
Edward, Duke of Kent. 

 

 
1 Author’s Note: Imagine that, a divide in membership over Masonic ritual. Some things never change. 
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 In the 300-year history of the UGLE, there have been only ten Grand Masters.  The current Grand 

Master, Prince Edward, Duke of Kent, was elected as Grand Master in 1967 during the UGLE's 250th 

anniversary celebrations.  He has been re-elected every year since and is now the UGLE's longest serving Grand 

Master. 

 In recent years, the UGLE has undertaken various progressive efforts to engage the public and publicize 

Freemasonry in a positive light.  These efforts have included:  

§ a £2 million donation for the purchase of a second Air Ambulance (helicopter) for the City of London; 

§ production of a five-part Netflix documentary that chronicles the lives of several members of the UGLE 

and takes viewers behind the shroud as they document rituals, ceremonies, duties, and mission of the 

UGLE; and  

§ expanding on the traditional precepts of Freemasonry (Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth) to include 

Integrity, Friendship, Respect, and Charity. 

In the vestibule, just outside the Grand Temple, a ceremonial area was built to house the Memorial 

Shrine, a special memorial dedicated to permanently memorializing the Brethren who lost their lives during 

World War I. The names of more than 350 deceased Brethren are listed in the Roll of Honour.  The memorial 

consists of a bronze casket flanked by two stone pillars and a large stained-glass window, the theme of which is 

the “attainment of Peace through Sacrifice.”  The casket rests on a boat among reeds; the boat symbolizes a 

journey which has come to an end.  Atop the casket, four figures kneel guarding the Roll of Honour.  The 

kneeling figures represent the four branches of the British military of the time, the Navy, Army, Royal Marines, 

and Royal Flying Corps.  Across the front are four figures portraying Moses the Law Giver, Joshua the Warrior 

Priest, Solomon the Wise, and St. George. 

 

 
Memorial Shrine with figures depicting the guardians of the 
Roll of Honour contained within the memorial, and figures 
across the front depicting Moses, Joshua, Solomon and St. 

George. 

 
The Roll of Honour containing the names of more than 350 

Freemasons who lost their lives during World War I.  

 



 4 

 The Grand Temple is located at the center of the building, but due to the building’s design (an irregular 

hollow pentagon) and clever use of internal courtyards, the Grand Temple has three external walls.  The Grand 

Temple can seat upwards of 1,700 guests.  In the East, there are two Ionic pillars representing wisdom; in the 

West, there are two Doric pillars representing strength of knowledge; in the South there are two Corinthian 

pillars representing beauty; and in the North there are two Composite pillars representing the arms of the Duke 

of Connaught and Strathearn (the Grand Master when Freemasons’ Hall was built).  In the corners of the 

cornice stand four angelic figures portraying the four cardinal virtues Prudence, Temperance, Fortitude and 

Justice. 

 This article covers only a fraction of the history, symbolism, and beauty of the United Grand Lodge of 

England, Freemasons’ Hall, and the Grand Temple.  The level of effort put forth in the architectural design and 

decoration of Freemasons’ Hall is staggering.  For any Brother who is planning a trip to Europe or London, I 

cannot recommend more strongly that the UGLE and Freemasons’ Hall should make your “must see” list. 

 

 
Freemasons’ Hall, Grand Temple 

 
 
  

 
 
 

Historian’s Note: To enrich this Periodical, the Lodge would like to have brethren 
contribute their Freemasonry related history, experiences and stories.  Contact RW Arjit 
“Artie” Mahal.  Mahalzen@gmail.com, Tel 908-824-2862; or the Worshipful Master, 
RW Michael Holt; and/or WB Bryan S. Passione bsp@lafayette27.org. 


